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ABSTRACT 

This unit is designed to introduce students to 
individuals who have been important in U.S. history and who 
contributed to society. Students are asked to research, study, and 
portray an important person from one of the following fields: 
leaders , sports figures, humanitarians/philanthropists , 
industrialist/business figures, entertainment, scientists/explorers, 
and literary/arts. Some of the activities students are asked to do 
include reading a biography of the person, developing a time line, 
writing a letter to the person*s mother, presenting an original 
monologue, designing a tee-shirt, creating a tombstone with an 
appropriate epitaph, and creating a map and developing a graph. The 
document includes information concerning the unit: goals and 
objectives, outline, projects, forms, resources, correspondence, 
sample projects, questions and answers, and bibliography. (DB) 
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INTRODUCTION 



People on Paradf is an interdisciplinary unit designed to 

INTRODUCE students TO INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE SHAPED AND 

CHANGED America. By investigating and learning about 

IMPORTANT PERSONS IN AmERICA'S PAST AND PRESENT, STUDENTS 
WILL REALIZE THAT PEOPLE REGARDLESS OF CULTURAL. ETHNIC 
RELIGIOUS, OR RACIAL BACKGROUNDS CAN STRIVE FOR AND ACHIEVE 
SUCCESS. 

Each student will research, study, and portray an important 
PERSON. Some of the activities are reading a biography of 

THE person, developing A TIME LINE, WRITING A LETTER TO THE 
person's MOTHER, PRESENTING AN ORIGINAL MONOLOGUE, DESIGNING 
A TEE-SHIRT, CREATING A TOMBSTONE WITH AN APPROPRIATE 
EPITAPH, CREATING A MAP AND DEVELOPING A GRAPH. READING, 
WRITING, RESEARCH AND CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS WILL BE 
REINFORCED AS STUDENTS INVESTIGATE THEIR CHOSEN PERSON AND 
COMPLETE THE REQUIRED AND OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES. ThE 

culminating event is when the students, dressed as their 
selected person, transform the media center into a 
cornucopia of color and culture for their peers. parents, 
and other guests. 

People on Parade can be used with all grades and achievement 
LEVELS. More advanced students can work independently and 

PRESENT PROJECTS TO THE OTHER STUDENTS ACCORDING TO THE 
TIMETABLE ESTABLISHED. LeSS ADVANCED STUDENTS CAN COMPLETE 
AND PRESENT THE PROJECTS IN THE CLASSROOM SETTING. 

As STUDENTS ARE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN ABOUT PERSONS 
WHO HAVE MADE Am E R I C A . GR E AT THE CONTENT AREAS BECOME ALIVE. 
sStUDENTS will experience the DISAPPOINTMENTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 
uF INTERESTING AND IMPORTANT PEOPLE. 
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GOALS & OBJECTIVES 



Goals 



People on Parade will help acquaint students with important 
Americans, past and present. As the students research and 

STUDY ABOUT THEIR SELECTED PERSON. THEY WILL DEVELOP A 
GREATER UNDERSTANDING OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL AND 
CONTRIBUTED TO SOCIETY. THROUGH APPLICATION. THIS 
INTERDISCIPLINARY UNIT WILL DEMONSTRATE THE RELATIONSHIP OF 

the various subjects in the curriculum. additionally. 
People on Parade incorporates skills related to the state 
adopted curriculum frameworks. 



Objectives 

"Biography can inspire us not only by adulation, but also by 
realism. It helps us to see not only the qualities in 

others that W-- HOPE TO EMULATE. BUT ALSO THE WEAKNESSES THAT 
MADE THEM "HUMAN." By HELPING US TO IDENTIFY WITH THE 
SUBJECT ON A MORE PERSONAL LEVEL.^ THEY HELP US TO FEEL THAT 
WE. TOO. CAN ACHIEVE SUCH GOALS." 



The QUOTATION ABOVE CAPTURES THE ESSENCE OF PEOPLE ON 

Parade . 



Matina Horner 
Former President of Radcliffe College 
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OUTLINE 



Timeline 

People on Parade should be completed in a six to eight week 

PERIOD OF time. IT CAN ENHANCE THE EXISTING CURRICULUM OR 

be a separate unit of study. 

Week One Explain People on Parade to students 

Explanatory letter to parents sent 
home* 

List of People on Parade persons and 
selection sheet sent home* 

Week Two Required and optional activities/project 

sheets and due dates are given to students 
Take class to media center to select 
appropriate materials 

Weeks Three If possible, field trip to public and/or 

through university library 

Seven Required activities/projects presented to 

CLASS 

Optional activities presented to class 

Week Eight Culminating activity-People on Parade- 

will transform the media center into a 
cornucopia of color and culture 



* Samples/handouts included in packet 



PROJECTS 

People on Parade 

The following activities/projects are required and must be 
turned into the subject area teacher on the due date! 



Language Arts 
(Due Date) 



Math 

(Due Date) 

Language Arts 
(Due Date) 



Social Studies 
(Due Date) 

SCI ENCE 

(Due Date) 



Math 

(Due Date) 

Social Studies 
(Due Date) 



Read a biography of your person's life. 
If one is not available, read five 
periodicals and/or encyclopedia 
entries, a bibliography for periodical 
and/or encyclopedia entries must be 
submitted. Obtain approval from your 
language arts teacher for your choice 
of material. 

Design a circle graph pertaining to 

YOUR person's life. 

Write a letter from the person to his 

MOTHER describing PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS, DESIGN AND/OR USE 

appropriate stationery. 

Make a map showing where your person 
lived, traveled. and worked. 

Design a birth certificate. Use as 
many facts as you can) approximate the 
rest. Include: baby's legal name. 

parent's names. WEIGHT. HEIGHT, TIME 
AND DATE BORN, PLACE BORN, FOOTPRINTS, 
ATTENDING PHYSICIAN'S SIGNATURE. SiZE: 

81" BY 11". (This may not be done on 
a computer.) 

Design a tombstone with an appropriate 

EPITAPH. 

Design a tee-shirt. The design could 

BE a picture of YOUR PERSON. A SLOGAN 
he/she might have used, or a DESIGN 
PERTINENT TO HIS/HER LIFE. A PAPER 
TEE-SHIRT FORM WILL BE DISTRIBUTED IN 
CLASS OR YOU MAY PUT THE DESIGN ON A 
REAL TEE-SHIRT. 
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Required Activities/Projects (continued) 



SC I ENCE 

(Due Date) 



Language Arts 
(Due Date) 



All Subjects 
(Date) 



Social Studies 
(Due Date) 



All Students 
(Date) 



Make a chronological timeline of your 
person's life. Include at least ten 
significant things and five scientific 

achievements that OCCURRED DURING 

his/her lifetime. Minimum size: 
8" BY 24". 



Develop a 60-90 second monologue 
telling about the life of your person 

AND his/her ACCOMPLISHMENTS. PlEASE 

note: This monologue will be also be 
presented at people on parade which 
will be held in the media center. 

Field trip to the public or university 

LIBRARY. You ARE ENCOURAGED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THIS FIELD TRIP. 



You MUST COMPLETE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

Make a family tree tracing a person 
back as far as possible. 

Sketch your person, using large paper. 

Make a personalized vanity license 
plate for your person. 

Design a bumper sticker that pertains 

TO YOUR PERSON. 

Prepare an original video about your 

PERSON . 



You must participate in People on Parade 
ON . 199_. 



FORMS 



Selection Sheet - To be given to students to take home. 

Parents are to approve student's 
SELECTION. Teacher will collect all 
selection sheets and make selection 
changes if two students select the same 
PERSON. Only one teacher, decided 
beforehand, needs to sign the form. 



People on Parade 

You will CH00S:E A PERSON TO PORTRAY FOR AN ENTIRE DAY. YOUR 
PERSON MUST HAVE MADE A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO SOCIETY. 
No TWO STUDENTS MAY PORTRAY THE SAME PERSON. YOUR CHOICE IS 
DUE BY . 199 . 

My person is 



Student's Signature 

Approved 

Parent's Signature 

Approved 

Teacher's Signature 




Student 



People on Parade Gt^ade Sheet 
Grade. 



Person Portrayed — 

I . Classroom Projects 

Circle Graph 
Letter to mother 
Map 

Tombstone 
Birth Certificate 
Tee Shirt 
Time Linz 

Activity of Choice 

II. People on Parade 

Cos tume 
Monologue 
Creativity 
Overall Effect 



Total Out Of 
4 

4 
4 
4 
4 

20 
8 

20 
20 
Total 



Points Awarded 



Please note: 



Each teacher fills out section I individually. 
During People on Parade the teachers cooperatively 
fill out section II. 




People on Parade Instructions for Displays 

The People on Parade extravaganza will take place in the 

wenTA rcMTPP DM i IJJ FROM — • 

YoSJ parents an"d other school official? will be invited to 
attend. Please follow the directions below. 

1 Displays must be brought to the media center on . 

.199_. 

2. Your name may NOT be visible on the front of the 
project. You will be assigned a number for grading 
PURPOSES. (Points off if your name is visible.) 
Your grades will be compiled on a separate grade sheet 



5. Displays may not be bigger than a three sided display 
board. (Such as used for science fair projects.) 

'4. Projects turned in through out the People on Parade unit 

ARE TO be part OF THE DISPLAY. YOUR DISPLAY MUST BE 

attractive. appealing to the eye- neat and creative. 

5. Your display will be placed in one of the following 
categor i es : 

Leaders (Government. Political. Civil Rights- Military) 
Sports Figures 
Enterta I nment 

Humanitarians and Philanthropists 
Literary/Arts 

Industrialists/Business Figures 
sci entists/explorers 

6 On STUDENTS WILL BE IN COSTUME IN THE MEDIA 

'■ENTER NO LATER THAN 8:30 AM. If YOU DO NOT COME IN 
COSTUME YOU WILL RECEIVE A FAILING GRADE FOR THE ENTIRE 
PROJECT. 

7 Throughout the People on Parade extravaganza be prepared 
to describe your display and give your monologue that you 

PRESENTED IN LANGUAGE ARYS CLASS ABOUT YOUR PERSON. 

I UNDERSTAND ALL REQUIREMENTS OF PEOPLE ON PARADE. I 

UNDERSTAND THAT IF I DO NOT COME IN COSTUME 0N_^ _l 

WILL NOT RECEIVE A PASSING GRADE FOR PEOPLE ON PARADE. 



Student's Signature 



Parent's ^Signature 



monolog'je • 

Questions td consios'^: ^ 

. ^.,T A9C -..SON'S MOST SOT.BlE ACHIEVEMENTS. 

WM.T -E.E T.E PERSON'S E.P.V 30.LS/10EALS? W.SHE/S-, 

3J'CE3S = 'J'w IN =! = a:-IN3 T^-.M. 
, n,3 .=,SCN have to RISE ASOVE ADVERSITY TO ACHIEVE 

HIS/^E=« GOALa? 

r=,aMTI-MS MO THE PEi^SQN MAKE IN HIS/hER 

CHOSEN =IE-0 AND TO SOCIETY AS A WHOLE. 

5 What w = RE t.e T'J.nING points in mIS/^£=^ life? 

l\ WHAT a'.E the =E.S0N'S greatest STRENGTHS AND/OR 
■W=A<NE3SES^ 

... or, SON HELP YOU IN YOUR EVERYDAY 

7 WI> ' <NO-WLEOGi THE .-(iiJ-^ 

-I?E^ 

3. IS T-E =E=5S3N A 3'JITA3LE ^CLE MOOEL^ 
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RESOURCES 

A LIST - From A to Z 

Rc, nw T<i AN ABBREVIATED LIST OF PEOPLE STUDENTS COULD SELECT 
?Q SorIraJ tSe L ST is DIVIDED INTO SEVEN CATEGORIES. On 

?2EAyPE0PL ON Parade is presented, signs should be made 

AND HUN3 FOR EACH CATEGORY. STUDENTS WILL SET UP THEIR 
DISPLAYS ACCORDING TO THE CATEGORY. 

i. FACERS (^ovgRNMENT, Politic al, Civil Rights, Military) 

DwiGHT David Eisenhower 
Ralph Bunche 
Harry Truman 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Sandra Day O'Connor 
Earl Warren 
John F. Kennedy 
Susan B. Anthony 
George S. Patton 
George .Marshall 
Thurgood Marshall 
JIary McLeod Bethune 
W.E.B. DuBois 
Cesar Chavez 

EdD I E R IC< EN3 AKER 

Oliver Wendell Hollies 

Rosa ^arks 

A. PwiLiP Randolph 

Daniel Inouye 

Shirley Chisol"^ 

Martin Luther King, Jr . 

SHORTS FIGURES 

George Herman "Babe" Ruth 
Joe Louis 
Knute Rockne 
Jim Thorpe 
JoHNY Unitas 
Wilt Chambeellain 
Henry 'Hank' Aaron 
Vince Lombardi 
Michael Jordan 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
Jackie Robinson 
Billie Jean King 
Mildred "Babe" Didric on 
Mickey Mantle 
Lou Gehrig 
Roberto Clemente 
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A List - From A to Z (continued) 
HIIMANTTARIAMS /PHll AfJTHRQPISTS 

Helen Keller 
Annie Sullivan 
Clara Barton 
Juliette Low 
Eleanor Roosevelt 
Andrew Carnegie 

TNnilSTRIALISTS/BUSINESS FIGURES 

John D. Rockefeller 
Henry Flagler 
Henry Ford 
Lee Iaocca 
Estee Lauder 

ENTERTAINMENT 

P.T. Barnum 
Walt Disney 
Harry Houdini 
Annie Oakley 
Buffalo Bob Smith 
Mary Martin 
Rita Moreno 
Irving Berlin 
Clark Gable 
Martha Graham 
George M. Cohan 
Vicky Carr 
Joan Baez 
Bob Dylan 
Louis Armstrong 
Chita Rivera 
John Philip Sousa 
Woody Guthrie 

■^riFMTISTS/EXPLQRERS 

Ronald McNaih- 
Alan Shepard 
Albert Einstein 
Christa McAuliffe 
Sally Ride 
Chuck Yeager 
Amelia Earhart 
Jonas Salk 

Alexander Graham Bell 
Thomas Edison 



A List - From A to Z (continued) 

^r|p^T|<^T<|^fYPLnRER$ ■(CONTINUED) 

Orville Wright 
Wilbur Wright 
Matthew Henson 

i.^ TFRARY/ARTS 

William Randolph Hearst 

Georgia O'Keefe 

WiNSLOw Homer 

Andrew Wyeth 

Ernest Hemingway 

Aaron Copelan 

Julia Ward Howe 

Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) 

Grandma Moses 

Leonard Bernstein 

Alvin Ailey 

Marian Anderson 

Dr. Seuss 

Charles Schultz n....„s 

0. Henry (William Sydney Porter) 

Edgar Allen Poe 

Norman Rockwell 

Nellie Bly 

Joseph Pultizer 

Mary Cassatt 

ALL IMPORTANT FIGURES COULD BE INCLUDED IN 
THIS LIST. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

A LETTER EXPLAINING PEOPLE ON PARADE SHOULD BE SENT HOME TO 
THE PARENTS. BE SURE TO OBTAIN ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL OF 
THE LETTER SENT HOME. BELOW IS A SAMPLE LETTER. 

Dear Parents. 

( Name of school/team) teachers are beginning what we 
hope will become a TRAD1 TT0N--PEOPLE ON PARADE. -^E have put 

MUCH TIME AND PLANNING INTO THE UNIT. It HAS BEEN SET UP AS 
AN INTERDISCIPLINARY UNIT INVOLVING THE CORE ACADEMIC 

SUBJECTS (Language Arts, Math, Science and Social Studies.) 
Each student will be required to research, study and portray 

AN IMPORTANT PERSON IN AMERICA'S HISTORY. SOME OF THE 
activities include: reading a biography of the PERSON. 

developing a timeline. writing a letter to the person s 
mother. presenting an original monologue, designing a 
tee-shirt, writing an epitaph, and making a circle graph. 
Several weeks of very hard work will go into this project. 
The culmination of this interdisciplinary unit will be 
PEOPLE ON PARADE when all of the costumed students will 

CHANGE THE MEDIA CENTER INTO A CORNUCOPIA OF COLOR AND 
CULTURE . 

Please plan on joining us on -19 for PEOPLE ON 

PARADE! 

Sincerely, 

List teacher's names 
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SAMPLE PROJECTS 



CIRCLE GRAPH 




The Life Graph 

OF 

Lou Gehrig 



The following definitions and tombstone illustrations should 

BE GIVEN TO THE STUDENTS AS A HANDOUT. ThE TEACHER SHOULD 
GO OVER THE DEFINITIONS WITH THE STUDENTS TO MAKE SURE THEY 

understand them. 

Epitaph - An inscription, especially on a tombstone, 
in memory of a person. 

Tombstone - A stone marking a grave. 
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 



Q. Can People on Parade be used in a single subject area? 
A. Yes. For example- a science teacher could adapt this 

UNIT or parts of THIS UNIT TO BE USED IN AS A SCIENCE 
CLASSROOM PROJECT TITLED FAMOUS SCIENTISTS- 

Q. Can People on Parade be used in an ESE classroom? 
A. Certainly. Adjustments would need to be made to 

MEET THE NEEDS OF THE STUDENTS. 

Q. Can students select a person that is not on the list 

THE teacher hands OUT? 

A. Yes. The person must fit into the established time 
frame and meet the other project criteria. 

Q. Can this project only be used in United States History 

CLAS SES? 

A. No. It is easily adaptable for other subject areas, 

TIME periods and GRADE LEVELS. It COULD BE EASILY 
ADAPTED TO WORLD FIGURES. PAST AND PRESENT. LITERARY 
FIGURES. ETC. 

Q. Did the students use note cards when delivering the 

MONOLOGUE? 

A. They had note cards with key cue words on them. However, 

MOST students DID NOT NEED TO REFER TO THE NOTE CARDS. 

Again, adjustments to fit the ability level of the 
students should be made. 

Q. What happened to the students who did not come in 

COSTUME ON THE DESIGNATED DAY? 

A. Only two students did not participate in People on 
Parade in the media center. They were sent with an 
assignment to another classroom. 
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Did the students have to hand in a written report? 

No. Students only presented the required and 
optional projects in class and made a display of 

ALL of their work FOR THE MEDIA CENTER DISPLAY. 
Was THERE STUDENT AND PARENT FEEDBACK ABOUT PEOPLE 

ON Parade? 

Yes. Both students and parents reacted positively 
about the project. students are looking forward 
to the next people on parade. 

What happens if a student can not locate enough 
information about the person selected? 

The STUDENT SHOULD BE ABLE TO MAKE ANOTHER SELECTION 
AS LONG AS NO OTHER STUDENT HAS ALREADY SELECTED 
THE PERSON AND ALL OTHER CRITERIA IS MET. 
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